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Suicide prevention and survivors task force meets to plan course of action

A group representing a wide range of Alliance and Hemingford concerned citizens will gather again Wednesday, February 17 to discuss a growing problem with suicide in our communities. Members of the group include survivors of suicide, parents and family members of individuals who did complete a suicide attempt, law enforcement, educators, health care and local agencies serving families. 

Prompted by recent events among youth in Alliance, as well as a statewide suicide prevention summit televideo the previous week, the group met Wednesday, February 3 at the Alliance Area YMCA to develop a nonprofit organization and apply for a grant, as suggested by the summit leaders. A discussion led to a decision to join an existing nonprofit in Box Butte County, the Family Focus Coalition, and to put off grant writing until a consensus is reached on the types of activities the local group wishes to pursue.
The planning meeting will begin at 6 p.m. at the Alliance Library and Learning Center in the lower level. The consensus workshop is expected to last two to three hours and will be led by trained volunteer facilitators with Panhandle Public Health District. Discussion points include decisions on focuses for the local organization, partnership with local and regional groups dealing with the same difficult issues and action steps to begin increasing awareness of the problem, offering training and/or creating a support group for survivors of suicide. 
For additional information about suicide prevention, visit suicideprevention.nebraska.edu. Suicide is a public health problem and the efforts of the local task force, as well as others like it across the Panhandle, are supported the public health district.
