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For more information, contact: Tabi Prochazka, 308-487-3600 or 866-701-7173
Area students are getting involved in protecting the public health related to America’s #2 cause of lung cancer – radon. More than a dozen area youth won iPods, MP3 players and gift cards from Panhandle Public Health District for promoting Radon Action Month in January. They include: 
· 1st, Jadyn McCartney, Chadron Middle School, won an iPod Nano
· 2nd,  Shaylee Gunwall, Chadron Middle School, won an MP3 Player
· 3rd,  Sydney Nordeen, Grandview,  Alliance Schools, won an MP3 Player
· 4th,  Ahlaura Pourier, Chadron Middle School, won an MP3 Player
· 5th,  Eric Escajeda & Spencer Shields, Mary Lynch, Kimball Schools, won Wal-Mart gift cards
· 1st in Media - Alexandria Noblin, Brendan Brehmer, Danielle Johnson, Kaci Waugh, Kaitlyn Haug and Teagan Westemeier from Chadron Middle School won Wal-Mart gift cards

In addition, area students in grades three through five are involved in a second contest to promote radon test kits to be used in individual homes. Following a short informational video and brochures distributed in each classroom regarding the dangers of radon, the students hit the streets, giving coupons to area residents to redeem for a free short-term radon test kit through PPHD. The class, which garners the most homeowners returning a test kit, will receive free duffel bags. 

The radon test kit contest continues through March 31, so more schools may still join the effort and families should continue to request the free test kits through PPHD. For additional information about radon, contact Tabi Prochazka at 308-487-3600, call toll-free to 1-866-701-7173 or visit www.pphd.org.
“The response has been good,” Prochazka said. “But there’s still room to grow. This has been a new effort to draw attention to radon as a serious public health issue. In addition, students are learning the basic information about radon in their classrooms and motivating others to take action.”
The purpose of the Panhandle Public Health District is to educate the region it serves about the prevention of epidemics, spread of contagious diseases, injury, illness and disability.  The district is charged with promoting and encouraging healthy behaviors. They promote the quality and accessibility of health services and protection against environmental hazards.  Through education, protection and promotion of these issues, the Panhandle Public Health District believes the quality of life of the residents they serve can be greatly improved.

